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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-20 are pending in this application and presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 12/7/07 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

3. Apphcant sets forth several arguments regarding claim 1. 

4. Applicant argues Maffeis fails to disclose selectively coupling an electronic system to a 
first wireless network or a second wireless network through a electronic peripheral device. 

In response to Apphcant's arguments, the recitation has not been given patentable 
weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is generally not accorded 
any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended use of 
a structure, and where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for 
completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural hmitations are able to stand alone. 
See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ.15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 
152, 88 USPQ.478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 
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Furthermore, Maffeis does disclose selective coupling in that any couphng is clearly a 
selection that has been made either by a system or a user. 

5. AppHcant argues Maffeis fails to disclose first signals received from the first wireless 
network to the electronic system through the first interface, the second interface, and the 
third interface in order [emphasis added by AppHcant]. 

In response to AppHcant's arguments, messages may be transmitted from the first 
wireless network, via WAP through a first interface, through the Message Server, and back 
out across the second and third interfaces, the TCP and Telco Network (Fig. 1, items 2c, 
"WAP", 3, la, 5, "TCP", 4a, 7, and 2e; Col. 1, In. 9-12; Col. 2, hi. 27-35). 

6. Applicant argues Maffeis fails to disclose a second interface coupled to the first 
interface for transmitting a pluraHty of signals between the first module and the second 
module. 

In response to AppHcant's arguments, the interfaces are coupled through the Message 
Server, item la, and transmit messages across interfaces to different types of wired and 
wireless networks (Fig. 1, items 4a, 7, and "WAP"; Col. 1, In. 9-12). 
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7. Applicant argues Maffeis fails to disclose the electronic peripheral device includes a 
processor. The device is a chent and inherently includes a processor (Fig. 1, item 2c). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the appUcant for a patent. 

9. Claims 1,11, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Maffeis et al. (Maffeis), U.S. Patent No. 6,877,023 Bl. 

10. As to claim 1, Maffeis discloses an electronic peripheral device (Fig. 1, item 2c) for 
couphng to an electronic system (Fig. 1, items la and 3; Col. 3, In. 3-6 and 15-16), the 
electronic system being selectively coupled to a first wireless network or a second wireless 
network through the electronic peripheral device (Fig. 1, items 3, 5, and 7; Col. 2, In. 50-51, 
54-56, and 59-60. The first wireless network is connected over a wireless transport protocol. 
The second wireless network is connected over a telecommunications network, such as 
GSM.), the electronic peripheral device comprising: 
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a first module with which the electronic system accesses the first wireless network, 
comprising a first interface (Fig. 1, "WAP" and 3; Col. 2, In. 50-51); and 

a second module with which the electronic system accesses the second wireless 
network (Fig. 1, items 4a and 7; Col. 2, In. 54-56), comprising: 

a second interface coupled to the first interface for transmitting a plurality of signals 
between the first module and the second module (Fig. 1, items 4a, 7, and "WAP"; Col. 1, In. 
9-12; The interfaces are coupled through the Message Server, item la, and transmit messages 
across interfaces to different types of wired and wireless networks.); 

a third interface coupled to the electronic system for transmitting a plurality of first 
signals or a plurality of second signals between the electronic system and the second module 
(Fig. 1, item "TCP"; Col. 1, In. 9-12. The TCP interface can transmit messages from the Telco 
Network, item 7, across the TCP connection to the Message Server, item la.); and 

a processor for controlling the transmission of the first signals and second signals (Fig. 
1, item la; It is inherent that the message server has a processor.); 

wherein when the electronic system is coupled to the first wireless network, the first 
module transmits the first signals received from the first wireless network to the electronic 
system through the first interface, the second interface, and the third interface in order, and 
transmits the first signals received from the first interface to the first wireless network, and 
when the electronic system is coupled to the second wireless network, the second module 
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transmits the second signals received from the second wireless network to the electronic 
system through the third interface, and transmits the second signals received from the third 
interface to the second wireless network (Fig. 1, items 2c, "WAP", 3, la, 5, "TCP", 4a, 7, and 
2e; Col. 1, In. 9-12; Col. 2, In. 27-35; Messages may be transmitted from the first wireless 
network, via WAP through a first interface, through the Message Server, and back out across 
the second and third interfaces, the TCP and Telco Network.). 

11. As to claims 11 and 20, the claims are rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above. 

CMn Rejections - 35 USC§103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



13. Claims 2-10 and 12-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maffeis, in view of what is well known in the art. 
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14. As to claims 3 and 13, Maffeis discloses the second wireless network is a Global 
System for Mobile Communications (GSM) network (Fig. 1, item 3; Col. 2, In. 54-56), as 
opposed to the applicant's claim that the first wireless network is a GSM network. However, 
Official Notice is taken that this is a trivial difference and that Maffeis can transmit in both 
directions. The thrust of Maffeis's teachings is translating messages between any wired or 
wireless formats. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the teachings of Maffeis by using GSM for the first 
wireless network, in order to translate between GSM and other formats as needed. 

15. As to claims 4 and 14, Maffeis discloses the first wireless network is a Wireless Local 
Area Network (WLAN) (Fig. 1, item 3; Col. 1, hi. 9-12; Col. 3, hi. 3-6), as opposed to the 
applicant's claim that the second wireless network is a WLAN. However, Official Notice is 
taken that this is a trivial difference and that Maffeis can transmit in both directions. The 
thrust of Maffeis's teachings is translating messages between any wired or wireless formats. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Maffeis by using WLAN for the second wireless 
network, in order to translate between WLAN and other formats as needed. 
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16. As to claims 2, 5-10, 12, and 15-19, Official Notice is taken that GPRS, USB, UART, 
PCMCIA, PCI, and CardBus are well known means of enabling communication between 
devices and/or systems in the computer-networking field. 

Maffeis's teachings are directed toward enabHng communication between any kinds 
of devices over any kind of network (Col. 1, In. 9-12). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the teachings of 
Maffeis by including the well known GPRS, USB, UART, PCMCIA, PCI, and CardBus for the 
purpose of enabling communication between devices and/or systems in the computer- 
networking field (Maffeis: Col. 1, hi. 9-12). 

Qmchman 

17. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time 
pohcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the maihng date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the maihng date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened 
statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) wiU be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. 
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In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS 
from the maihng date of this final action. 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian P. Whipple whose telephone number is (571)270-1244. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:30 AM to 5:00 PM EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Apphcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubhshed 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubHc PAIR. Status information 
for unpubhshed applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, caU 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 



Application/Control Number: 10/759,696 
Art Unit: 2152 



Page 10 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2152 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2152 



